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Chris Carter comes clean 


The truth about the X-Files By LOUIS B. HOBSON 


-- Express Writer �HOLLYWOOD -- There are a few truths Chris Carter is willing to share about The X-Files, the phenomenon he created five years ago.   The series, in which special agents Fox Mulder and Dana Scully investigate mysterious occurrences, has spawned The X-Files movie that opens Friday.   "Fox and Dana, as played by David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson, are the reason the show is so popular. They are the ones who make the stories connect with the audiences," insists Carter.   "At the original auditions, I saw dozens of people but the moment David and Gillian walked in the room, I knew I'd found my Mulder and Scully. It was as if the skins I'd created fit these two people like gloves."   Much has been written these past two years about the strained relationship on the set between Duchovny and Anderson.   "When you work together, day after day, month after month as David and Gillian do, you form a relationship that is not unlike a marriage.   "It's a relationship that's bound to have its stresses and strains and it's understandably complicated. What's important is that this particular relationship has passed the test of time."   Carter hopes that moving The X-Files production base from Vancouver to Los Angeles will help ease whatever tensions were there.   Duchovny has been insisting on the move for three years and announced that if the show stayed in Vancouver, he would terminate his contract.   "I think the move will rejuvenate all of us. It may even feel like a new experience."   Carter says that there are still no scripts for the coming season. Once The X-Files movie opens, he will begin working on them with his writers. At the close of last year's season, the X-files branch was torched and Mulder and Scully's official fates are left up in the air.   What happens in the film may change all that.   "Scully has all along refused to even consider the possibility of alien life forms. I think it's safe to say that after what happens in the movie, she will begin to believe there is some truth to Mulder's obsession."   Carter says this next season may return a little to its monster-movie roots of the earlier seasons.   "When I was a 13-year-old boy growing up, The Night Stalker was my favorite TV show. I always wanted to make The X-Files as scary as The Night Stalker was for me."   Carter has invited Darren McGaven, the star of The Night Stalker, to appear in four episodes of next season's The X-Files.   As far as The X-Files movie is concerned, Carter says his conscious influences were "Stanley Kubrick's 2001, Steven Spielberg and Alfred Hitchcock. These are three filmmakers who've had the greatest effect on me. There are definite homages to each of them in the movie."   Carter promises that fans of the series will "learn a little more about what happened to Mulder's sister (who was abducted by aliens) but not everything.   "We need to keep people guessing into our seventh season as well."   Fans already know that the storytelling in The X-Files is purposely obtuse and Cater hopes that general audiences will enjoy this approach.   "We only give away fragments. The viewer has to put the pieces of the puzzle together.   "When it comes to The X-Files, you can't be a passive viewer.   "That was our one worry about releasing The X-Files as a summer movie. This is the time of year when movies traditionally ask the viewer to be inactive, but not us."   Moment Of Truth Expectations are running high as the popular X-Files crosses over from TV to the big screen By BOB THOMPSON -- Toronto Sun �HOLLYWOOD -- It's undeniable. The X-Factor truth will be out there in a few weeks. Believe no one until then.   Days from now we will discover whether TV's X-Files will become a movie hit.   Opening Friday, Chris Carter's film creation is a $60-million exercise in Star Trek-like cross-pollination, although unlike Star Trek and The Next Generation, the series is still airing.   So like what's going on?   This is clear. The X-Files: Fight The Future tries to exploit what makes the series popular.   That would be the unspoken bond between David Duchovny's Fox Mulder and Gillian Anderson's Dana Scully, the FBI agents featured weekly on their missions implausible.   Fine. So what's going on? Like do they?   Do they track down otherwordly warriors? Yes, they do.   Also on hand during their big screen journey are these familiar small screen faces: William B. Davis' The Cigarette-Smoking Man, John Neville's The Well-Manicured Man and the conspiracy trio, The Lone Gunmen (Dean Haglund, Tom Braidwood and Bruce Harwood).   New to the scene are Martin Landau's doctor in a dilemma, Armin Mueller-Stahl's earthly conspirator and Blythe Danner's assistant FBI director.   So what's the movie story? Mulder and Scully uncover what they sort of expose but never prove -- aliens are everywhere.   Indeed, they do what they have been doing since Chris Carter created the TV program five years ago.   Carter, who likes to boast that "I'm a worrier, so the next logical step is paranoia," has transferred his anxiety well.   So, for the last five years, Mulder and Scully have been investigating unsolved FBI cases involving the paranormal, supernatural and unexplained.   Did we mention that Mulder, as a boy, watched his sister's abduction by aliens? His father might be dead due to suspicious circumstances.   Scully, a doctor, is the skeptic sidekick living with an inexplicable cancerous tumor in her head.   Quite a couple. And, as spook-busters, they usually get thwarted by faceless government lackeys or clandestine henchmen from a dubious international combine covering up what potential truth there is out there concerning alien invasions.   It's like a post-Watergate, pro-UFO, neurotically New Age soap opera all wrapped up in an unrequited love theme.   No wonder Mulder and Scully stick together.   And no wonder creator Carter -- he calls himself a UFO skeptic -- decided to make the dangerous move of releasing a movie between seasons five and six.   The fifth season was its most popular. Season six is expected to be even bigger -- and that's internationally, too.   He's even poised to sign up for the X-Files film number two.   That doesn't make Carter's gamble psychologically easier for number one.   "More money involved makes it much more complicated, admits Carter at the Four Seasons Hotel doing press with Duchovny, Anderson and X-Files director Rob Bowman. "It was stressful, but the risk was worth taking."   Anderson's blunt about what that risk is. "It is a challenge to get, not just the pre-existing audience, but also the people who have never seen the series, to check us out."   One way to get those other people, the non-Fileheads, is showcase some special-event film techniques.   So do they? "I just didn't want to do creepy sci-fi violence," Carter reports.   No, like, do they?   You mean smile. Mulder doesn't smile in the series and he doesn't in the film on purpose. "He can't smile," says Duchovny, grinning. "He's a questing hero."   No, not smile. Y'know, like do they?   Bust the aliens in the movie? Carter's not going to say on the record. Not now, days before the X-Files film gets a look-over by consumers.   Carter's already spent two years living like a secret agent, swearing assistants to complete secrecy, printing the script on non-faxable paper. He even let some dummy scenes get out there, to find out whether he had leaks. He's proud to say that he misled the X-Philers who needed to know the movie truth out there.   Those fans are as obsessed as Mulder, after all.   Carter confirms that they are, indeed.   So do they? Like do the fans know?   Carter says that he does not believe the complete film storyline has been pieced together.   He does believe he will find out soon enough whether The X-Files translates onto the big screen. It's the $60-million question.   But director Bowman, who did 25 episodes on TV, insists the essence of the series is maintained.   "The storytelling on The X-Files is obtuse and that is on purpose," he says. "It's very tantalizing, just like the investigating they do in the film. You get fragments and you have to connect the dots."   Still, the movie has special effects, more locations and bigger moments. "More detail," Bowman agrees, "and more intricacies."   But do they? Y'know, like do Mulder and Scully kiss?   "I think it would ruin the show," Carter says, then adds, "I think it would wreck the X-Files if they had a relationship."   Anderson chuckles: "What? Before we spot an alien, what are we going to do? Smooch?"   Reports Duchovny: "There is way too much history to be developed for them to have a carnal meeting."   Besides, says Duchovny, smirking, "America wouldn't stand for it."     THE CHRIS CARTER FILE   BORN: Bellflower, Calif., spent uneventful moments growing up in southern California urban sprawl. At 13 and 14, Carter admits the Watergate hearings had huge impact on him and his penchant for paranoia.   GRADUATED: California State University at Long Beach with a degree in journalism, and a life certificate as a compulsive surfer, dude.   WORKED: At Surfing magazine, because he didn't want to waste either education. Thirteen years later, Carter was a Surfing magazine senior editor travelling the world in search of the perfect wave.   CAREER ALTERATION: Carter sold a few TV scripts, then signed the production deal that spawned The X-Files -- which he figured would be "too cultish" to ever become popular.   FODDER FOR X-PHILERS: Carter says this: The X-Files electronic theme song was created when he asked Mark Snow to write something "that sounded like boy scouts whistling on the way to camp." And, yes, Darren McGavin will re-appear next season on the series. And, yes, Carter will not appear in any more episodes. For nitpickers, he was in one -- final episode, year two. "I played an agent, another agent," he says. "I was terrible." �  Wednesday January 15, 1997  Truth is in theatres The X-Files gang plan their first movie for 1998  By CLAIRE BICKLEY -- In Hollywood  �Being kept in the dark between seasons is nothing new to viewers of The X-Files. But next year, they'll have to move their curiosity into darkened movie theatres.  A cliffhanger set up by the final episode of the 1997-98 season will continue in the first X-Files feature film, to be released a month or so later, says Chris Carter, creator and executive-producer of the sublime scare series.   He's hesitant to talk much about the summer '98 movie, lest he give away plot turns in the TV episodes to air between now and then. Carter's shows are both blessed and dogged by incessant Internet chatter.  "I've already appointed a Minister of Propaganda to put dummy scripts out there," he said, and he may not be kidding.  Scripts have leaked before and bootleg tapes of his other show, Millennium, were being sold at swap meets before its premiere last October.  Suffice to say, the feature film will find both FBI agents Dana Scully and Fox Mulder investigating something spooky.  "Yes, it's for both Mulder and Scully, played by Richard Gere and Jodie Foster," Carter joked.  He's eager to turn big-screen capabilities loose on X-Files sensibilities.  "The first thing I wrote on the first page for The X-Files movie was, `We have a low rumble, a THX big-screen rumble,' and I can't wait to take advantage of some of those things," he says.  The movie will be made during X-Files' summer hiatus this year and, despite a recent rumor to the contrary, Vancouver will remain its production base.  In another development affecting The X-Files' future, Carter qualified his long-expressed opinion that the show should do five good seasons and then end, which would have seen it leave TV in May 1998. Now he says that while he expects to leave as executive producer at that time, the show will probably continue without him. Stars David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson are contracted for a sixth season.  Propelled by its new Sunday night timeslot into a Top 10 hit for the first time and having just sold existing episodes into syndication for next fall to 99% of the U.S., Fox is understandably loath to let it go.  They've decided to air an X-Files episode immediately after their broadcast of The Super Bowl Jan. 26, a massively-watched timeslot traditionally used by networks to launch a new series or goose the ratings of one that's struggling.  "The X-Files is the best of what we've got. We wanted to give the audience a gift," explained entertainment division president Peter Roth.  Since that means the show will air at 7 p.m. on the west coast that night, Fox is hoping Carter doesn't deliver too gory a gift. Carter is still choosing between two episodes, but said neither is "beyond what is tolerable for the time slot."  Meanwhile, he's also working on an episode with sci-fi author William Gibson. Another Secrets Of The X-Files special is being considered for this Spring. Horror novelist Stephen King, who met (and beat) Duchovny on Celebrity Jeopardy, has asked Carter if he can write a script. �  July 18, 1996  X-Files 'abuducted' to Sundays: Carter �PASADENA, Calif. (AP) -- Chris Carter, the creator of "The X-Files," says his show's been abducted.   Fox TV plans to move the popular paranormal hit from Friday night to Sunday night this fall to make room for a new show.   "I like to think of 'The X-Files' as being abducted," the writer-producer told a Television Critics Association gathering Wednesday.   David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson star as FBI investigators Fox Mulder and Dana Scully, who handle the bureau's unsolved and officially shelved "X-files" -- cases that lead beyond the comfortably explainable.   The show is being moved to make way for Carter's latest creation, "Millennium," which will debut in "The X-Files" old spot.   The new series stars Lance Henriksen as Frank Black, an ex-FBI agent who specialized in tracking serial killers and who now works with an underground group fighting evil. �  Wednesday, March 13, 1996  X-Files writer in chills business �LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Chris Carter, creator of The X-Files and TV's reigning horror merchant, has the rapt attention of his writing staff as he describes a vivid little scene.   A man sits in front of his TV set. In the attic above him, a rotting corpse silently begins to shed the vermin that infest it.   "They crawl down into the ceiling ... and it's drip, drip," Carter intones. "The maggots are dripping into my den."   This, it turns out, is no X-Files plot; it's Carter's own tale of a dead rat in his house.   Yuck, says a visitor. Oooo, murmur the writers, continuing to nibble happily on frozen yogurt treats.   This is what passes for light banter during a script session for FOX TV's sleekly morbid drama, shown on Global in Canada, about a pair of FBI agents, Fox Mulder and Dana Scully, who probe UFOs, government conspiracies and freakish crimes.   Obviously, being in the right frame of mind helps to craft the dark and clever stories that have turned many Friday night TV viewers into X-Files junkies and made stars of lead actors David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson.   Attention to detail also helps.   In a homey-looking bungalow on the 20th Century-Fox lot in West Los Angeles, Carter and staff conduct a painstaking appraisal of each episode as it progresses from concept to finished script.   The focus of the meeting is a one-metre by 1.5-metre bulletin board covered with a couple of dozen index cards noting, succinctly, the plot points of each of an episode's four acts -- as separated by commercial breaks -- and the opening "teaser" scene.   The person with the task of delivering a completed script talks through the story, using the cards as reference points. In this session, writer Jon Shiban is telling the tale of a vengeful army veteran turned killer.   Every twist and turn is up for debate, including the injuries that make the character an improbable murder suspect. Shiban has described him as a quadriplegic who uses an out-of-body trick, astral projection, to kill.   It's not quite enough for Carter.   "I think you should go all the way," the creator-producer says. He wants to see the character turned into a quadruple amputee, a more helpless and haunting figure.   That's the startling sensibility Carter brings to the series. He turns out a fair number of scripts himself, especially those dealing with the drama's pivot point, the obsessive quest by Mulder (Duchovny) to prove aliens are here.   Episodes written by others still bear his stamp. The soft-spoken Carter is a protective if low-key parent of the series filmed in Vancouver.   One plot twist in the astral projection drama, an abortive suicide, draws an approving nod from Carter. "That's a cool scene," he says, betraying his roots as a native Californian who spent five years editing Surfing magazine.   "There's no creepy boo scene here," he comments at another point.   (His droll sense of humor pervades the series: "Would you say your hair is normal or dry?" a serial killer asks captive Scully in one episode as he prepares a bizarre ritual bath.)   After Carter and the group weigh in on a story, the main writer heads for the seclusion of office or home to create the finished 43-minute, 11-second script.   That, says staff writer Darin Morgan, is when the pressure kicks in.   "You have so many production people up in Vancouver waiting for your script so they can begin work. If you're late, you're causing enormous production problems. You've got $1 million riding on you," he says, the approximate price tag for each X-Files hour.   Locations must be scouted, costumes created and the limits of special effects -- for a show rich with masterful monsters and convincing spaceships -- explored.   "You have to know what you can do," Morgan says. "You can't just write, 'There's a huge explosion.' If there's going to be a big effect like that, they (the production crew) need to know in advance."   Meantime, other scripts in various stages of preparation are moving down the line. The show's motto is "The truth is out there," but the real goal is trying to stretch the limits of frightful fun.   Carter sees no end to the extreme possibilities. "I have faith there are hundreds of good X-Files episodes out there," he says.   "I just want nothing more than to scare the pants off people for 24 episodes this year. That's all I set out to do anyway. ... It's a ride. And the steeper the roller-coaster, the better." 








